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Reﬂec%ons on Our Journey
Over the past week or so I’ve been working to learn how to do bulle7ns, track
a:endance, develop a digital calendar, update OneCall, and most recently how to
pull together a Poplar Leaves produc7on ... you may no7ce some changes to the
layout as I slowly navigate the limita7ons of soBware, computers, the copier, and
oBen my own limita7ons. I’d be lying if I said it had been easy or par7cularly fun ...
but ... it must get done so I’m doing what I can.
I’ve also been working with other as we transi7on to a new leadership structure that
has an Administra7ve Board and a reins7tuted Council on Ministry. Over the next
few months, we’ll con7nue to visit with everyone about what this looks like, talk
about who is and who isn’t “appointed” to 3-year terms and just generally ﬁgure out
how to make things work. We are doing this and making these changes because we
are recognizing that while it isn’t easy or par7cularly fun, it must get done, so your
leadership team is doing what it can.
I don’t want to dwell on this, but you need to know that if we hadn’t had the Payroll
Protec7on Program grant in 2020, we would have ended the year in a deﬁcit.
Recognizing that there were no grants in 2021 we did in fact spend roughly 15%
more than we had available; this means we had to pay the deﬁcit from our reserves.
The world is changing, and all this talk about money means we know we will need
to adapt to the brave new world opening before us.
But don’t be sad ... and don’t be worried. We have great people working to ﬁgure
out how to navigate the uncharted course ahead, because it must get done. I’m
hoping that you will recognize that in the process of working through these
challenges some of the things you like might be impacted. If that happens, I’d
encourage you to be kind to the people who have showed up to try and do what
needs to be done ... and ... consider volunteering to roll up your sleeves and jump
in with us J
We are on a roll! A:endance is good, you’ll see from the events calendar on the
back page of this publica7on there are lots of opportuni7es for fellowship and within
the pages there are new opportuni7es to do missions, our new Lay Leader talks
about what it means to be Methodist, Pastor Tim reﬂects on struggle, loss and
cherished memories, there’s informa7on on Kid’s Hope, Youth and Family events, a
Red Cross Blood Drive, a reﬂec7on on prayers, and even the news from our
Memorial Preschool. God is Good!
I hope you take the 7me to read it all and then join us ... some of the jobs might not
be par7cularly fun, but when we do them together it’s always a true joy! I’ve had
people suggest that many of those who receive this newsle:er won’t read it ... if
you have ... call the oﬃce and let us know that you Love Poplar Leaves!
Grace & Peace, Pastor Ron

Ramblings of the Associate Pastor
It was another busy day, with a few minutes of peace. I passed mostly empty tables on my way to a booth and
a quiet place to order pizza for my lunch. While wai7ng, I decided to clean-up ﬁles on my phone. ABer dele7ng
some pictures, voicemails, and data cache, I started scrolling through my contacts. I was surprised to ﬁnd a few
with ﬁrst names only, and I had no idea about their complete iden7ty. So, I hit delete. That was easy. But there
were some names I just could not erase. Two of those names include Sandy Ring and Linda Everly. If you don’t
already know, Sandy and Linda are two friends of mine that passed. I oﬃciated the funeral for each. Sandy died
April 18, 2018, and Linda died August 14, 2019. While looking at Linda’s name in my contact list, I decided to
send a text. The text read, “I don’t know who has this number now. You inherited it from my friend Linda that
passed away. May the same God that eternally cares for Linda bless your life today.” It was sent 11:46am on
January 19, 2022.
I knew Sandy Ring for a li:le more than eleven years. She was the mother of a li:le boy when we ﬁrst met. She
was a schoolteacher and an ac7ve member of the church and community. Sandy ba:led cancer the last several
years of her life. We had regular conversa7ons about every week along the way. You may be surprised what
people ask their Pastor? One of the last things she asked of me was to encourage her son with his educa7on. I
few weeks aBer Sandy died, my appointment changed, and I began serving Memorial. Then, two months ago I
happened to cross paths with Sandy’s son. He asked me if I could help him with an interview and applica7on to
college. He will graduate from high school this coming May. So, last month, we met in my oﬃce, and we talked
about college plans. He wants to study biochemistry and work with cancer research. I happen to be familiar
with the subject. So, I encouraged him.
When my appointment changed during August 2018, I had to move ahead. It wasn’t a physical move, but rather
it was a social move. And with this change, I grew to love a new church family. The social orbit at Memorial is
large, and over three years later I am s7ll ﬁnding my way around this new circle of friendships. One of my early
contacts was Linda Everly. When we met, she was living at Wyndmoor with some mobility restric7ons. We had
many in-person mee7ngs which were preceded with a phone call to conﬁrm good 7ming. Discussions evolved
around ac7vi7es at the church, old movies, books, music, and of course quil7ng. We talked about how
technology changes the ways we enjoy the stuﬀ in our lives, and how to make our cell phones work. Donna and
I were able to help coordinate a few ou7ngs for Linda which included church, shopping, and one trip for lunch
with Dave and Joan Voltmer. We experienced a life7me of conversa7ons in about a year. The last 7me I spoke
with Linda she could not walk. The next 7me I see her, we can share a dance. I say that even though I rarely
dance now, but on that occasion, I expect the moment will warrant a celebra7on. Life is truly more than
coincidence or luck. The people that come and go during our lives leave behind a las7ng impression.
Now to ﬁnish my story, one day later, January 20 at 12 noon, there has been no response from the text I sent
to Linda’s cell phone number. I can’t explain why. However, I can a:est with certainty, that the story of Sandy’s
life and Linda’s life con7nues. A life story does not end. As I leB the restaurant yesterday aBer sending that
text, I looked at all those people checking their phone and thought maybe that guy or that lady is reading the
text? Only God may know how we touch the lives of others today. But my faith assures me that we do

Red Cross Blood Drive
Memorial UMC is partnering with the American Red Cross to host a blood drive in our
Narthex on Friday, February 18th from 9am – 2 pm. You can schedule your appointment
up by calling 1-800-RedCross (1-800-733-2767) or by vising RedCrossBlood.org and then
entering: MEMORIALUMC (or your zip code). You can always call the oﬀ for help or
ques7ons (812-234-0776).
This blood drive is open to members of Memorial and the community.
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For Praying Out Loud!
We currently have 131 folks who belong to the Memorial Church Prayer Line. That’s wonderful! It represents
a real commitment to prayer on the part of our church members, who intercede in the privacy of their homes
for our important requests. However, another kind of prayer is oBen even more powerful. Jesus says that “if
two of you will agree on earth concerning anything that they will ask, it will be done” (Ma:. 18:19). I believe he
is especially referring here to the experience of group intercession. Unfortunately, many folks who have a
fruisul private prayer life become very nervous when asked to pray aloud in a more public setng. They may
fear that they don’t have the right “religious” vocabulary, enough fervency, or the spiritual tone of those
accustomed to praying with others. Gayle Williams, a contributor to Daily Guideposts, suﬀered from this
apprehension. She prayed for courage when she knew her small group would be asking her to intercede out
loud, and she soon realized that “prayers aren’t a performance but an expression of what is in and on your heart.
‘Good pray-ers’ are simply those who seek to follow God’s Word and to hear His voice. That’s far more
important than choosing the right words, the pitch, or a righteous tone.” (August 22nd, 2021)
It has long been a dream of mine to create an intercessory prayer group at, and for the needs of, Memorial, but
I’ve oBen been told that there would never be suﬃcient interest. I wonder if the root of the problem might be
the same hesitancy that Gayle Williams experienced. If so, may I encourage you that praying out loud, like any
spiritual discipline, gets much easier with 7me and prac7ce? It’s simply an audible conversa7on with the Lover
of our Soul, a sharing of our hearts with the One who is our Helper. Our church and its members have many
needs right now, both corporately and individually. If you would be interested in coming together in agreement
over those needs on a weekly basis, please let me know! ~~ Judy Hoover, Co-Coordinator of the Prayer Line

Youth and Family Ministries
1st and 3rd Thursdays – Young Adult Bible Study 5:15pm. We have just begun studying the story of
Jonah and would love for you to join us.
2/10 Euchre Night 6pm – Come out and play some cards with your church family, bring your friends
and neighbors too! If you don't know to play, we can teach you. Please bring a covered dish to share.
2/12 An Evening with the Organist 6pm – Come join us in the sanctuary on Saturday, February 12th
at 6:00pm as we highlight our organist, John P. Blair’s musical talents. John will present a recital ﬁlled
with music on the piano and the organ. There may even be some surprise guest arQsts to share the
evening with him! ARer we will have some beauQful refreshments to help celebrate this lovely
weekend.
2/20 Ivy Fit 2pm – Calling all Youth and Families! Come out to our local trampoline Park and have
some fun jumping around and laughing with your friends. Youth and children of memorial can jump
for half oﬀ (socks not provided).
TBD sledding day – Watch Facebook for updates on opportuniQes to go sledding at Deming Park.

Mothers of Preschoolers
I am so excited to tell everyone about our new meeQng Qmes this year! We will sQll have 2 meeQng
opportuniQes every month, we will have one morning opportunity and one evening opportunity.
2/8 MOPS 9:30 am – Theme – Create your own story: Tell It Like It Is – AcQvity: Decorate cupcakes
2/22 MOPS 6:00 pm –Theme – Managing Anxiety: One Woman's Story – AcQvity: Using popsicle sQcks
to make frames
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Lay of the Land: Serving a Loving GOD
May the Lord lead your hearts to express God’s love and Christ’s endurance
2 Thessalonians 3:5 - Common English Bible
With the start of the New Year now in our past, our a:en7on starts to shiB, or wander to other things. I oBen
wonder, as many of you might, what lies ahead in our tomorrow. February is ﬁlled with thoughts and reminders
both to our heart and for the heart of all who call themselves Methodist.
We mull over calendars, juggle schedules, and try to coordinate seemingly impossible things; remember that
these very calendars always start as blank slates, and they are imploring us to ﬁll them, right?. But, let’s take a
break and check on something. John Wesley, that’s right, Reverend John Wesley, in an 1814 Prin7ng of his tract
“The Character of a Methodist,” reminds us that:
A Methodist is one, who has the Love of God shed abroad
in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him.
This love, the love of God, is one of the Marks of a Methodist. It is also, coincidentally the ﬁrst mark. Now, you
may be asking, “Marks of a Methodist? What?” It is NOT a ta:oo, or some sort of oﬃcial iden7ﬁca7on card. It
isn’t that. The marks of a Methodist were and s7ll are the ways that we know, and can easily and readily iden7fy
ourselves as Methodist.
Today, we iden7fy ourselves by many things. Looking to Wesley again, to be a Methodist, with no doubt as to
the accuracy of the iden7ﬁca7on, there were marks, ﬁve of them. With the marks, we can know other
Methodists, and most importantly, other can know that we are Chris7ans.
The mark should not divide and separate us, but instead serve to unite us in love, pure love of God. Becoming a
Chris7an, according to Wesley, is the public expression of our love of God, marking us as Chris7ans.
Do you want to know a bit more about the marks of a Methodist? Coming soon will be a study of John Wesley’s
“The Character of a Methodist.” In it we will explore Wesley’s tract through discussion, prayer and study. We
will learn and understand the things that mark us as Methodist, and how that impacts us in the world today.
Together we will become stronger Disciples.
Did you ever stop, for just a minute, and think of all the expressions of the love of God that are part of this
Congrega7on? The ones that immediately come to my mind are, MOPs, Member Care, Kid’s Hope, the Choir
(and all of the music here at Memorial), Sewing S7tches, Yarn, but a few, and I know that there are so many,
many more. Find some 7me this month, and see how the Love of God is shown and shared here and in our
community. Are there other ways that the love of God is shown, here in this Congrega7on? Make 7me this
month, to seek and share the love of God. There’s always 7me for that, right?
We ought not to be weary of doing liJle things for the love of God,
who regards not the greatness of the work, but the love with which it is performed.
Brother Lawrence, 17th Century, from The PracOce of the Presence of God

Midwest Distribu@on Center
UMW is sponsoring a mission trip to Midwest Distribu7on Center to work on Flood buckets, school kits,
laye:e kits, or another project. We will travel to Chatham, Illinois, on Thursday, June 16th, get oriented to
the Center, spend the night in the dormitory, work on Friday, June 17th, and travel back home that evening.
If you are interested in this ac7vity and would like to talk with someone who has made this trip, please come
to an informa7on gathering on Sunday February 20th at 10am or 12 Noon.
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Missions
This February’s 2nd Mile giving is going to United Campus Ministries. Our support for United Campus Ministries
no longer comes from the church budget, but strictly from the 2nd mile giving, so please give generously.
The doors remain open for worship and masks are not required if you are fully immunized. Please follow all the
commonsense rules and keep your distance. With a sanctuary that seats nearly 500 and an a:endance in the
second service of 35 to 40 there is plenty of space for social distancing. While online worship is a suitable
alterna7ve, there is no be:er place to worship than in God’s House.
Missions meets on the second Tuesday at 5:45PM all are invited to join the conversa7on. If anyone has a charity
or mission that you feel we should act on, please feel free to join us. We can use the input of all to determine
where best to place our missions. There is no budget item for Missions, so your 2nd mile giB is a major por7on
of the missions of Memorial.
You are invited to stop by the mission’s bulle7n board (across from the kitchen). While not aesthe7cally pleasing,
it does contain several missional opportuni7es that could be ﬁlled on an individual basis. We are a missional
church, and we will con7nue to be such.
Please con7nue to bring in, or purchase, peanut bu:er for 14th and Chestnut. We are the “Peanut Bu>er
Church”.
Remember there are always ways to donate without a:ending church. The ﬁrst is to drop by the church oﬃce
and drop oﬀ a second mile dona7on. The second is electronically. You can now give at GiveMemorial.org or
open to the Church website (umcmemorial.com) and tap on the menu bu:on in the upper right corner. Then
select GIVING from the menu. If you have not donated this way before, create a proﬁle. If you have, simply login.
Then you can select where you want to give (2nd Mile Giving is the second selec7on) and the amount. ABer you
complete the ﬁrst page the second page allows you to enter all your dona7on informa7on, including a NOTE to
be more speciﬁc about this dona7on. (Note if you use VPN you must disable it before entering the giving site.)
One ﬁnal note, all Memorial services are available at MemorialSunday.org.

M Card News
The M Card program continues to be successful due to your support. In January, we were able to give back
to the church $2000.00. We could not have done this without your support. Thank you!
While we have a limited number of cards in our Grab 'n Go, we still can get them to you in two different
ways. We can order them and have them to you by the following Sunday. We also can produce an e script
card (paper copy) within five minutes if they are available from the vendor. Many cards are reloadable, too. If
you don't have a family account with, us stop by the table on
Sunday and we can help you or contact Missy Wilcox or Sandy
Sell.
Here is a new vendor we have now: If you like McAlister's or
Moe's you will like this card!
The cards are available during the week in the office. If you
have any questions or would like to help with the M Cards,
please let Missy & Bruce Wilcox or Kevin & Sandy Sell
know. We appreciate the members that are helping us
now. Thank you so much for your continued support of this
mission outreach for our church.
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Memorial Preschool News
Wow, the ﬁrst month of 2022 ﬂew by. The Preschool was very busy. Winter truly showed itself with
the extreme cold, causing us to have a couple of two-hour delays. The Pre-K classes parQcipated in the
UMW Sunday by providing the Children’s Moments via video. We held two all school fun days. The
ﬁrst was the well-loved PJ Day, which includes watching the movie “The Gruﬀalo” on the “big screen”
in the sanctuary. This is always a treat for the lible ones. We also held our ﬁrst Backwards Day where
we wore clothes and did acQviQes backwards. The disappoinQng moment of the month was we decided
to postpone the Family Fun Night Winter Ball to April since the Covid numbers seemed very high.
February will be just as busy if not more. The Preschool has a lot of fun acQviQes planned. We will have
two All School dress up days. The ﬁrst will be a Cliﬀord the Big Red Dog Day on the 9th. Be prepared for
a bunch of red puppies running around the building. The 23rd will be another dress up day with Decade
Day. Hopefully there will be all kinds of decades represented. Our class ValenQne’s Day parQes will be
held on the 14th and 15th. This month’s Family Fun Night event will be a movie night. Everyone is to
show up in their PJ’s and watch a movie on the “big screen”. This will be the ﬁrst Family Fun Night
event, so we are really looking forward to this event. Besides all the fun the teachers are busy
preparing for Spring evaluaQons and since it’s Dental Health month we will be providing a dental health
program for our children. The preschool will observe Presidents’ Day on the 21st and there will be no
school.
ScholasQc book orders due Feb. 17th. If you would like to place an order, visit scholasQc.com/bookclubs
Our online code is GMB3V. A few ﬂyers will be placed on the Welcome Table for those interested.
As always, we thank you for your conQnued support and prayers.

Kid’s Hope
February is the month of love. And love is what Kids Hope USA is all about – loving a child
uncondiQonally. UncondiQonal love means we love him regardless of what he looks like, regardless
of his assets, liabiliQes, or handicaps, regardless of what we expect him to be, and most diﬃcult of
all, at least someQmes, regardless of how he acts. A mentor’s love is shown in diﬀerent ways, but
for the child, the most important lies in the promise that if the mentor says he’ll show up on a certain
day and Qme, he shows up – period. An at-risk child needs to know that this person can be counted
on, because too many people in his life cannot be trusted to do as they say.
A person also shows love by taking an interest in the child she is mentoring, knowing his name and
speaking it, looking him in the eye as they both speak. It is easy to assume a child receives this kind
of abenQon while interacQng with family at home but that’s not always the case. What a diﬀerence
it must make to a child to feel like he or she is valued by another person!
Loving someone uncondiQonally doesn’t guarantee expressions of
love in return. But that doesn’t mean nothing is happening in the
heart of that child. Over 100 years ago Robert Louis Stevenson said,
“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seeds you
plant.” Good perspecQve!
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United Methodist Women News
The next UMW meeting is Wednesday, February 9th at 11:00 am.
Remember that all women are welcome to attend.
If there is something you want to be discussed in the meeting, please contact Vicki Certain.

Yarn Ministry

Sewing Stitches

Meeting dates in
February are:
3rd - 1-3 pm
10th - 5-7 pm
17th - 1-3 pm
24th - 5-7 pm

Will meet on the
following days at 10 am.
February 8th & 22nd
See Freda Hocking
or call the church
for information.

Yoga at
Memorial UMC
with Devaki
IS BACK at 4pm.
beginning weekly
February 15, 2022

Country Line Dancing
With Sue Paulin
Every Thursday
From 11am - 12pm
In the Narthex

Everyone is welcome

Everyone is welcome

CHILDREN’S THEATRE IS REHEARSING IN THE
MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP HALL

Dixie Brown and the Terre Haute’s Children’s Theatre
will be at Memorial practicing for their upcoming play,
“Seussical”.
They will be practice Monday through Thursday, and
occasionally on Friday, from 4 - 6 pm. Their last
practice is March 24th and then you can support them
by attending the show!
(showtimes will be announced at a later date)

Triple F Monthly Luncheon
The Triple F Luncheon will be held on Friday, February 18th at 11:45.
The speaker is still being determined
Menu: Chicken & Noodle Casserole. You are asked to bring A--L Salads / M--Z Desserts

Please call in your attendance to the office by Monday, February 14th.

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast

The United Methodist Men breakfast will be on

Saturday, February 12th at 8:00 a.m.

We will meet at Memorial. Come out and enjoy a wonderful breakfast and fellowship.

Fellowship Coffee/Snack time
We are asking different groups, committees, and Sunday School class to supplies snacks for Sunday
mornings between service. The church will continue making the coffee. We ask that each group provide
individually wrapped snacks (these can be homemade items). Items may also be placed in small (4oz)
drink cups. We do not want “open” bowls or plates of snacks available.

Fellowship Coffee Hour:

Will be hosted by the following.

January - Worship Committee
February - Education Committee
March - UM Women
April - Trustees
May - Koinonia Class and the Thoughtful Studies Class
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June - Kids Hope

July - Open Door Class
August - UM Men
September - To Be Determined
October - Finance Committee
November - Mission Committee
December - Member Care
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Mon

5:30pm - Member

6:30pm - S/PPRC

9:55am - Sunday

11am - Casual

7:15pm - Trustees

11am - Casual

6pm - Finance

9:55am - Sunday

11am - Casual

4:15pm - Theater

8:45am - Traditional

2pm - Youth at Ivy

12:10pm - Lunch

28

6:30pm - Traditional

10am - Midwest

27

5:30pm - Casual

9:55am - Sunday

12pm - Midwest

4:15pm - Theater

21

14

8:45am - Traditional

20

5:30pm -

8:45am - Traditional

2pm - Newcomers

4:15pm - Theater

2nd Mile - UCM

13

6:30pm - Council on

9:55am - Sunday

11am - Casual

4:15pm - Theater

6

8:45am - Traditional

7
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Find the latest update of
our calendar at
www.MemorialEvents.org

Memorial UMC

Sun

Memorial Schedule

8
6:30pm - Moses

6pm - MOPS

1

16

23

7pm - PrayZ Band

6pm - Bell Choir

4:15pm - Theater

2

9:30am - Lectionary

7pm - PrayZ Band

6pm - Bell Choir

4:15pm - Theater

10

17

24

7:15pm - Choir

5pm - Yarn Group

4:15pm - Theater

3

11am - Country Line

7:15pm - Choir

6pm - Preschool

5pm - Young Adult

1pm - Yarn Group

11am - Country Line

Poplar Leaves Due

7:15pm - Choir

6pm - Euchre Night

5pm - Yarn Group

4:15pm - Theater

11am - Country Line

10am - Margaret

7:15pm - Choir

4

25
Fold Poplar Leaves

11:45am - Triple F

9am - Blood Drive

18

11

4

6pm - John Blair

8am - Men's

Sat

5

26

19

12

5

Feb 2022 (Eastern Time - Indianapolis)
Fri

February 2022

4:15pm - Theater

4pm - Yoga

10am - Sewing

6:30pm - Moses

4:15pm - Theater
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7pm - PrayZ Band

6:30pm - Moses

9:30am - Lectionary

6pm - Bell Choir

5:45pm - Mission

4pm - Yoga

4:15pm - Theater

11am - UMW

9:30am - Lectionary

4:15pm - Theater

10am - Sewing

15

5:15pm - Young

7pm - PrayZ Band

9

4:15pm - Theater

6pm - Bell Choir

6:30pm - NAMI

1pm - Yarn Group

4:15pm - Theater

9:30am - MOPS

3
11am - Country Line

6:30pm - Moses

2

Thu

9:30am - Lectionary

8

1

Wed

4:15pm - Theater

Tue

